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Abstract 
 
During the nineteenth century an unprecedented number of emigrants left Britain, primarily 
for America, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand. Recent historical scholarship has argued 
that these predominantly Victorian mass migrations belong to an even larger history of 
“Anglo” migration, characterized by its global reach and ideological investment in 
settlement. Situating my approach in relation to this wider framework, this thesis argues 
that Victorian periodicals played a key and overlooked role in both imagining and 
mediating the dramatic phenomenon of mass British settler emigration. As I argue in 
chapter 1, this is both owing to close historical and material links between settler 
emigration and the periodical press, and to the periodical’s deeper running capacities to 
register and moderate forms of modern motion. While most novels do little to engage with 
emigration, turning to periodicals brings to light a large range of distinct settler emigration 
texts and genres which typically work with cohesive spatio-temporal models to offset the 
destabilizing potentiality of emigrant mobility. Moreover, many now canonical texts 
originally published in periodicals can be situated alongside them; presenting opportunities 
to produce fresh readings of works by Charles Dickens, Anthony Trollope and others which 
I incorporate throughout.  
My first three chapters focus on settler emigration genres which circulated across a 
range of mainstream, predominantly middle-class periodicals: texts about emigrant voyages, 
emigration-themed Christmas stories, and serialized novels about colonial settlement. I 
argue that these texts are cohesive and reassuring, and thus of a different character to the 
adventure stories often associated with Victorian empire. The second part of my thesis aims 
to capitalize on the diversity and range which is a key feature of Victorian periodicals by 
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turning to settler emigration texts that embody a feminized or radical perspective, and 
which often draw upon mainstream representations in order to challenge their dominant 
formations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4 
 
Contents 
 
 
Acknowledgements           5
             
List of Illustrations          6 
 
Introduction                                                                                                                 8
                                  
Part 1: Mainstream Models         
  
Chapter 1: “A Fountain-of-motion”: Dangerous Currents and Safe Channels                     42   
           
Chapter 2: Dreaming Across Oceans: Emigration and Nation at Christmas                        87 
 
Chapter 3: Serial Settlement                 129
  
Part 2: Counter-Currents 
 
Chapter 4: Feminine Perspectives                172 
 
Chapter 5: Radical Rewrites                  228
  
Conclusion                   277
  
Appendix: List of Periodical Titles Referenced                                                                  287 
 
Works Cited                   290
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 5 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
I am grateful to acknowledge the Arts and Humanities Research Council for funding both 
my PhD project at the University of Exeter (grant number AH/H019243/1) and an 
additional three-month fellowship at the John W. Kluge Center, Library of Congress, where 
I carried out research towards chapter 5 in 2012. Many thanks are also due to the Research 
Society for Victorian Periodicals for awarding me the 2012 VanArsdel Prize for an essay 
based on sections of chapter 2, to the British Association of Victorian Studies for allowing 
me a presenter’s bursary to deliver a conference paper which informs chapter 3, and to the 
Leverhulme-funded network Commodities and Culture in the Colonial World, 1851-1914: 
Travel, Technology and Transformation for funding attendance at workshop events in 2010 
and 2011. Adapted sections of chapters 2 and 3 will now appear in Victorian Periodicals 
Review (Spring 2013) and the forthcoming edited collection Antipodal Homes: Colonial 
Domestic Fiction in Australia and New Zealand (ed. Tamara S. Wagner).  
I am also thankful to the many mentors, colleagues, and friends who have provided 
support and advice at different stages of this project’s development. For their guidance on 
draft versions of the thesis, scholarly direction, or general support, I would like to 
particularly thank Regenia Gagnier, Paul Young, Gregory Vargo, Marian Diamond, Philip 
Steer, Tamara Wagner, Josephine McDonagh, Michael Cohen, Isobel Armstrong, Oana 
Godeneau-Kenworthy, Adriana Brodsky, and, as always, Robbie Uprichard. I would also 
like to thank the University of Exeter, and all the librarians at the University of Exeter 
Special Collections and the Library of Congress who helped with my research. 
 
 
 6 
 
List of Illustrations 
 
 
1. T. Skinner Prout. “Interior of Settler’s Hut in Australia.” Illustrated London News 17 
March 1849. 
2. T. Skinner Prout. “Scenes on Board an Emigrant Ship.” Accompanying “Emigration.—A 
Voyage to Australia.” Illustrated London News 20 January 1849. 
3. “Searching for Stowaways” and “Dances Between Decks.” Accompanying “The Tide of 
Emigration to the United States and to the British Colonies.” Illustrated London News 6 
July 1850.  
4. “An Artist’s Notes on Board the ‘Indus’ Emigrant Ship.” Graphic 29 June 1872. 
5. Images of portable camp furniture featured in Randolph B. Marcy’s Prairie Traveler: 
The 1859 Handbook for Westbound Pioneers.  
6. “Fetching Home the Christmas Dinner,” by Leech. Illustrated London News 23 Dec. 
1848. 
7. Illustrations accompanying “Harry Heathcote of Gangoil” in the Graphic 25 December 
1873. 
8. “‘Home, Sweet Home!’” and “Pudding Time,” by W. Ralston. Accompanying Richard 
H. Horne’s “Christmas in the Australian Goldfields.” Illustrated London News 24 
December 1870.  
9. “An Unwelcome Suitor.” Accompanying Cedar Creek in the Leisure Hour 6 June 1861.  
10. “I saw the shadow [of no parting from her],” by John McLenan. Accompanying Great 
Expectations in Harper’s Weekly 3 August 1861. 
11. Illustration accompanying poem “The Emigrants” in the Ladies’ Treasury February 
1859. 
 7 
12. Illustration accompanying “The Backwoodsman” in Reynolds’s Miscellany 12 July 
1851. 
13. “Fitzhugh and C. Grimshaw.” Advertisement for emigrant ships. Northern Star 12 
December 1840.   
14. “Plummer Shoots his Messmate.” Accompanying “Lynch Law; or, Vigilance in the Far 
West” in Reynolds’s Miscellany 9 August 1868. 
15. “A Texan Ranger.” Print featured alongside Great Expectations in Harper’s Weekly 6 
July 1861. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
